Needlescopic surgery. A logical evolution from conventional laparoscopic surgery.
The purpose of this study was to analyze the safety and feasibility of needlescopic surgery and to compare the short-term outcomes relative to conventional laparoscopic surgery. Needlescopic surgery patients were compared to matched cohorts of conventional laparoscopic surgery patients from the same prospective database for a variety of selected procedures. A total of 101 needlescopic procedures were analyzed (30 cholecystectomy, 28 Nissen fundoplication, 12 bilateral sympathectomy, 10 splenectomy, 10 Heller myotomy, three adrenalectomy, two colon resection, two splenic cyst excision, four other). There was no significant difference between the needlescopic and conventional laparoscopic groups in conversion rates, morbidity, or mortality. A higher proportion of patients were in hospital